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good sense of partner. It came from an Old English
word which meant the man who marked out his
land next to yours. The word still has this good
sense in fellowship, fellow-feeling, etc., and as used to
describe a "fellow" of a college-or society. But
the more general use is as a less respectful word
for man. One man may say of another that he is
a "nice fellow" without any disrespect; but the
word has no dignity, and people, even though they
use it of an equal, would not think of using it to
describe a superior, and the more general use is that
of blame or contempt, as in the expressions, " a
disagreeable fellow" or " a stupid fellow." Tfie
word bully was at one time a word which showed
affection, and meant even " lover." In English
now, of course, a bully is a person, especially a boy,
who tyrannizes over people weaker than himself;
but the Americans still use the word in a good
sense when they say " bully for you," meaning
" bravo."

We have seen many words whose meanings have
become less dignified than their original meaning;
but sometimes the opposite happens. Every one
now speaks with respect of a " pioneer," whether
we mean by that people who are the first to venture
into strange lands, or, in a more figurative sense,
people who make some new discovery in science
or introduce some new way of thinking or acting.
Yet " pioneers " were originally merely the soldiers
who did the hard work of clearing the way for an